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Minster Nassib Lahoud

The regional dimension of
the war on Gaza

Allow me first to place this past month events in Gaza in their
accurate and most relevant context.

What has taken place in Gaza between December 27
and January 19 is one of the most horrendous and criminal
wars. Objectively speaking, this war could be defined as an
example of state-sponsored terrorism. In a blatant violation of
international and humanitarian laws that protect civilians in
times of war, tons of bombs have fallen indiscriminately over
cities, neighbourhoods and buildings, even those flying the UN
flag. In this war there was an excessive use of violence and an
absolute contempt towards human life, human dignity, and
basic human rights.

This war was preceded, in the past few years, by a series of
actions that were not only limited to the Israeli siege imposed
on Gaza but included the building in the West Bank of dozens
of settlements and the erection of the racist separation wall, a
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decision promptly and openly condemned by the International
Court of Justice.

All these facts are part of the tragedy of a people suffering
occupation, expulsion and oppression for over 60 years. These
actions are a reflection of an obsolete and backward Israeli
perception of the country’s national and security interests; a
racist and short sighted vision that goes against the spirit of
international law and UN conventions; a vision based also on
the belief in military superiority, creating enemies, crushing the
other, i.e. the Palestinians, and showing absolute contempt to
their basic rights. In brief, this is an escapist vision that will not
endure.

The international community, including both governments
and civil societies, is beginning to lose patience with Israeli
outrage, racism and fanaticism. The election of Barack Obama as
President of the most powerful country in the world is a major
indication that racism and fanaticism are on their way out.

As a result of these successive outrages and rounds of
violence, Israel will have to realize that it cannot pursue its
current policy and that there is no escape but to acknowledge
the rights of the Palestinians, and fundamentally their right to
set up an independent and viable state with Jerusalem as its
capital.

However, this war was not only another episode in Israel’s
aggressive policies. In addition, before this latest war and in the
last few months if not years, Gaza in special and Palestine in
general,hasbecomethetheatreofamultifacetedand multilateral
regional confrontation. This confrontation encompassed a series
of interests and ambitions that went far beyond the legitimate
rights of the Palestinians. These ambitions and conflicts have
reached unprecedented levels especially on the eve of the power




transition in the U.S. where each of the regional actors used this
war to enhance their bargaining position as negotiators and
potential interlocutors. Open or hidden regional conflicts and
competition erupted well before the latest Israeli aggression.
Their main purpose was to determine the role and size of each
of the parties in total disregard to the Palestinians’ political and
human suffering.

We in Lebanon were not too distant from these regional
manoeuvrings. Throughout the crisis in Gaza, some suspected
parties were bent on using Lebanon as a base to launch rockets
against Israel in spite of their total awareness that such an
action was fruitless in offering any help to our brothers in Gaza.
What is outrageous is that these parties were undertaking these
actions in total disrespect of the overall Lebanese consensus as
it was unanimously expressed by the President of the Repubilic,
the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers. Globally, all
political groups in Lebanon have respected the limits set by our
constitution concerning support to our Palestinian brothers. In
brief, we could say that Lebanon emerged safe and sound from
this harsh experience. Nonetheless, this does not constitute a
sufficient guarantee for the future (I will tackle this issue later in
my intervention).

The war in Gaza is over but not yet completely. First of all,
military activities ceased with the adoption of UN Security
Council Resolution 1860, and two separate announcements of
a ceasefire. Each of the two parties picked from the Egyptian
initiative what fits their own interpretations. This happened
while an Arab summit was taking place in Kuwait. This summit,
which began with a high degree of Arab divisions ended with
a ray of hope illustrated by the Saudi stand and the ensuing
reconciliation between Arab leaders.
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The lessons learned from this latest tragedy in Gaza can be
summarized as follows:

1. In the Lebanese context: It is of utmost importance to
respect the implementation of UN resolution 1701 in order
to avoid another war. The Lebanese are against a new war as
it is not in their interests. The guarantee for that is to close all
the political and security breaches and stop the infiltration
of armed elements that want to use Lebanon for their own
interests. Weapons available outside Palestinian refugee camps
constitute the most blatant security breach. It is high time to
put an end to the spread of weapons outside these camps as
was agreed upon by the National Dialogue between Lebanese
parties. The most important political breach is illustrated by the
absence of an overall Lebanese national consensus regarding a
unified strategy that would allow the central government to be
the sole sovereign authority to make decisions regarding war
and peace. The Lebanese people hold the National Dialogue
Conference and the Council of Ministers responsible for filling
these two breaches.

2. In the Palestinian context: It is of utmost importance to
restore Palestinian national unity and the unity of governance
institutions. The Palestinians will be unable to defend and
regain their rights if they do not speak with one voice with the
international community, a unified voice that is the expression
of an independent Palestinian decision not beholden to any
external will. Today, the first immediate step is to strive to lift
the suffering of the people of Gaza. Currently, the only available
option to achieve this aim resides in the Egyptian initiative.

3. In the Arab context: There is a need to restore Arab
solidarity as the only strategy capable to confront lIsraeli
threats and regional polarizations. A first step in this direction is
embodied in the Saudi initiative launched at the Arab summitin




Kuwait and the inter-Arab reconciliation that followed. Another
step is to uphold the Arab peace initiative as an alternative to
both separate peace talks and to fruitless and impossible wars.
Upholding the Arab peace initiative should not obfuscate the
need to empower this initiative with the necessary leverages,
especially in light of President Barack Obama’s clear intention to
revive the peace process in the Middle East and his nomination
of former Senator George Mitchell as special envoy for the peace
process.

4. In the wider regional context: A major priority ought to
be given to establish healthy relations between Arab and non-
Arab countries of the region, more specifically Iran and Turkey.
What is needed is establishing new rules for relations based on
an understanding of mutual and legitimate interests between
sovereign states that respect national and international laws.
What is also needed are relations that are future-oriented,
based on cooperation and exchange, leading to economic
development, cultural and scientific advancement, improving
and enhancing living conditions and public awareness in our
respective countries. Each of our countries has a lot to contribute
to the other if we mutually respect these rules.

Welcome again. | wish you all the success in shedding light
on these issues.

And. | wish you all the success in shedding light on these
issues.
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Mahmoud Soueid

THE GAZA “MODEL"

1. The war in Gaza has highlighted the presence of two
main coalitions in our region:

On the one hand we have a coalition that includes Iran,
Syria, Hezbollah and Hamas and on the other hand the Arab
coalition headed by Egypt and Saudi Arabia which also includes
Jordan, the PNA's president and others. The Arab coalition is
supported by the U.S. and Europe. While China and Russia have
not totally taken sides, each country or both has, without total
commitment, supported either one coalition or both.

While the Arab coalition has opted for a Western lifestyle
that includes democratic rule, respect for freedoms, an open
liberal economy and a diversified pluralistic culture, without any
commitment for the application of such a model in its country,
the opposing coalition is united by Islam as a way of life but is
split on its political objectives: while Iran would like to extend its
imperial influence to include the Arab Gulf countries, Lebanon,
Irag, Syria and Palestine. Hezbollah supports this goal and it does




not seem to us that it has its own objectives; while regaining
Palestine is what Hamas is seeking from this coalition.

The Syrian regime has adopted a more opportunistic
approach in its alliances. First, it wants to protect itself from the
legal implications arising from the Special International Tribunal,
save the regime, regain its dominance over Lebanon, and finally
get back the Golan Heights. The Syrians will settle with whoever
will ensure these demands.

2. When Israel initiated its brutal onslaught against the
Palestinian people in Gaza and in the following days of this
savage war a question kept on coming through my mind:
s it permissible for any Palestinian faction to take a piece of
Palestinian territory and declare to the population: Follow me
unconditionally and he who does not do so is a traitor to the
Palestinian cause?

Of course, | did not forget that Hamas won a large majority in
the January 2006 elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council.
In fact, what occurred in the Palestinian territories is what usually
takes place in developed countries. The Hamas-led government
was sworn in on March 29, 2006, by PNA's President Mahmoud
Abbas. But given that the rules of democracy, available in more
advanced societies, did not apply neither to Fatah or nor Hamas,
disagreements developed and deepened between the two
factions. However, both sides, concluded under the aegis of the
Saudi monarchy, an agreement that led to the formation of a
national unity government headed also by Mr. Haniye (spring
2007). But disagreements (encouraged by outside powers) led
to the fall of this government. By mid-June 2007 Hamas forces
attacked PA offices in the Gaza Strip and seized control of the
security apparatus in the Gaza Strip.
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During the armed clashes between the rival Palestinian
factions the Palestinians did exactly what Israel has done to
them: heavy toll of deaths, injured, destruction, prisoners.

3. Asaresult of these confrontations, a sad and frustrating
situation emerged in Palestine: On the one hand we have a
weakenedPAunderoccupationaccusedofcorruption,patronage
and anarchy. A PNA that is involved in futile negotiations with
a shrewd, articulate and hypocritical enemy that intelligently
achieves its short, medium and long term objectives: the
Separation Wall inside the West Bank, land grabbing and
settlements. An enemy that creates facts on the ground and
with careful planning is slowly changing the geographical
landscape in the West Bank including East Jerusalem.

This miserable PNA that governs the West Bank could fall at
any moment if it was not for US. and European support and
Israel’s interest to keep it going.

On the other hand, the Gaza Strip is ruled by a short-sighted
religious movement committed to its external alliances that has
transformed Gaza into a feudal emirate. This movement justifies
its split, a split that has been very destructive to the Palestinian
people’s struggle for half a century, by launching useless rockets
towards towns and cities in southern Israel. Thus the resistance
with all its known patterns was reduced to just: launching of
rockets.

4. There are several reasons behind the Israeli tripartite
decision (Olmert, Tzipi Livni, and Ehud Barak) and Chief of Staff
General Ashkenazi's decision to initiate the aggression against
Gaza on the morning of December 27, 2008




The Israeli elections set for February 10 and the stiff
electoral competition for the post of Prime Minister

The end of the truce that was reached between the PNA,
Israel, Egypt and the European Union on 19 June 2008

The transitional period in the US. between the end
of the Bush presidency and the beginning of the Obama
administration

5. What were the objectives of the Gaza Onslaught?
- Restore IDF military's deterrence in the aftermath of
the 2006 Lebanon war.

-To break Hamas (but not its total destruction) and force
it to execute two demands:

- Halt launching rockets against the towns and
cities in southern lIsrael

- Stop the smuggling of weapons across the
Egyptian border and through tunnels

Having excluded the option of conventional warfare between
armies (nuclear deterrent, chemical and biological weapons,
etc.) and following the war that it waged against Hezbollah and
the Islamic resistance in the summer of 2006 in Lebanon, Israel
realized that the best deterrent in these types of war includes
the following: an all out assault leading to the total destruction
of buildings that does not spare civilians, infrastructures and
public institutions.

In the last few months the Israeli army’s loud propaganda
machine has been mentioning a decision taken by the civilian
and military leadership in Israel. This decision entailed applying
the "Dahiya model” patterned along the destruction of Beirut's
southern suburbs in the 2006 war. For the Israelis this would be
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the strategy to follow in any future war against Hezbollah and
it was one of the major lessons learned during that war; thus its
adoption.

6. Theobservercouldnotice,whenthe bombing stoppedin
Gaza, what the Israelis meant by the “Dahiya model”. | ask myself
when | look at the large number of dead civilians including
women and children in Gaza:

Why was it not possible to build basic shelters to protect
mothersandchildrenifthebuildingofthousandsofunderground
tunnels on the Egyptian-Palestinian border was possible?

In an open and flat area and whose surface does not exceed
365 square kilometres where there are no protective mountains,
shelters to seek refuge, and no open borders to escape, a
population of 2.5 million became an easy prey to the deluge of
fire heaped upon them.

7. The support which Hamas received from its allies (Iran,
Hezbollah, Syria) was not different from the vast support it
received in the Arab countries and in the world at large. It is
very interesting to underline that the persistence of this support
was exemplified by anger and recurring demonstrations in
several countries of the world. In my opinion this is due to three
factors:

The first is the Islamist dimension of Hamas and the Muslim
Brotherhood (and here we have to highlight that Islamist
movements achieved great success in using the Gaza events).
The second is the powerful appeal that the cause of Palestine
still draws. The third resides in the overwhelming and destructive
firepower used by the IDF and the indiscriminate killings that
have surpassed by their ferocity and savagery of the past wars.




8. In my opinion Hezbollah lost some of its justification to
keep its weapons contrary to what is being propagated by the
pro-lranian media:

The Gaza Model: Can Hezbollah initiate a war in
light of the official Israeli policy on what a new war
would look like?

The lIsraeli onslaught in Gaza has revealed the
limits of Iranian, Syrian and Hezbollah support to their
Palestinian ally. If Hezbollah could not use its weapons
in support of the Palestinians when will it use it then?

What is left is Hezbollah's justification to hold
on to its military arsenal. Those who are calling for
the integration of Hezbollah within a comprehensive
national strategy ought to raise their voice louder as
their case is now stronger.

9. Iclaimthatlsrael’s objective to go to war was notaimed at
the occupation of Gaza (because occupation breeds resistance
and Israel does not need Gaza) or remaining there or leaving
the Strip after it had eradicated Hamas. While possible, this
latter option is not useful and would lead to the return of the
Palestinian armed fighters following the withdrawal of Israeli
troops. Is it logical to think, that having Israel lost a large number
of its soldiers to occupy Gaza, it would end up handing the Strip
to Abbas and Fayyad's PNA which would unify the Palestinians
and lead them to call for a Palestinian state?

This is why | believe Israel will insist on the fulfilment of its
two main conditions: Desisting from launching rockets and
putting an end to arms smuggling into Gaza. | do also claim
that Israel benefits from Hamas' presence in the Gaza Strip and
will allow the Islamist movement to govern and create a social

11
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and political system there as long as Hamas sticks by the above-
mentioned two conditions. This would free Israel from Arab and
world pressures to implement a two-state solution. In addition,
this would give Israel more time to execute the territorial
changes in the West Bank and Jerusalem subsequently placing
the Arabs and the world in front of a finalized fait accompli.

10. Did Israel find a solution to the cross-border rocket
launching? The answer depends on what Hamas does. Will it be
satisfied to govern Gaza consolidating the split from the West
Bank totally jeopardizing the half century achievements of the
Palestinian revolution and liberation movement? Or will Hamas
resume its rocket launching placing the narrow Strip with its
overpopulated areas in an unbearable situation?

Finally,

If the coalition between religious and political forces is
objectionable in a normal country then national unity is not a
luxury for a state under occupation. National unity is the only
way to mobilize people’s resources and energies in the fight
for liberation. The fundamental principles of national liberation
movements and their struggle are not a miracle the Palestinians
are supposed to achieve. As long as they fulfil through their
struggle and embody in their revolution a national liberation
movement that has contributed, through a long and difficult
fight, the basis of a national liberation movement built upon the
blood of millions of people that have fought for independence
and liberation. Finally, the national liberation project ought to
include all kinds of popular resistance and armed struggle as
well as any available means in the fight for self-determination.

A religious movement or a religious state do not lead to the
historical settlement that the Palestinian people have approved
and fought for to realize, for decades.




An Islamic stateis akin to a Christian or Jewish state. If Muslims
and Christians around the world were to reconstitute their state
along religious lines then we will have several states based on
religious identity. In this instance what would we say to the Jews
who are claiming for a single small state in Palestine?

There is no other alternative for the Palestinian people but
to go back to the origins: a national liberation movement, a
national front with a unified program. Any Arab or non-Arab
country or party that would push the Palestinians in a different
direction would indeed be committing an unforgivable crime.

13
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Cengiz Candar

An active Turkey in the Middle East
and its Israel-bashing PM Erdogan

Turkey's presence in the regional politics of the Middle
Fast has never been as highly visible as it has been during
the recent Gaza crisis. The Turkish activism in the region was
already apparent as Turkey under Tayyip Erdogan government
undertook the impossible mission of mediating between Israel
and Syria and bringing them to Istanbul for four times to resume
negotiations; however during the Gaza crisis it took a different
spell as Prime Minister Erdogan lamblasted Israel from the very
first day of the aggression and kept consistently his anti-Israel
rhetoric reaching to such magnitudes of questioning lIsrael’s
right of having a place in the United Nations and declaring
that Israeli leaders will not go unpunished in history because of
the catastrophe that befallen on the people of Gaza that they
contributed to.

For a country long viewed by the Arabs as being a NATO-
member thus an American outpost in the Middle East, that
may look surprising. Actually, Turkey’s new pro-Arab and more




specifically pro-Muslim stand is an outcome that is brought by
the dynamics of the post-lraq war circumstances (2003) where
the American superpower saw the limitations of its war. As the
United States under George W.Bush lost its moral highground
in global politics, many of its allies above all Turkey itself found
a space, particularly in the Middle East, to act autonomously if
not totally independently of Washington. Also, the overthrow
of Saddam Hussein regime representing the collapse of the
World War | regional order, as well as the virtual end of the Oslo
Process in the Palestine-Israel theater prepared the ground for
new Turkish political and diplomatic activism in the region.

That was not only the emergence of Iran that irked some
regimes of the region that led to their ringing of alarm bells
that Shiite crescent in the region is forming, but also the
circumstances in the wake of the Irag war and the death of Oslo
pushed Turkey into an active involvement of the affairs of the
region. The newly defined threat perceptions of Turkey, that
transformed itself from being a flank country of NATO to being
a pivotal country of the international system seeking stability
for the sake of its national interest led Turkey to be an active
political player of Middle East politics.

During the course of the last years, that is during the first
decade of the new century, Turkey, enhanced by its growing
economic power, therefore much more self-confident and
particularly being able to set on the road to European Union
accession (20042005-) has become much more assertive to
project its power in the regional politics. The absence of a
significant EU political presence and the credibility in the region
and also the incapacity of Russia to inherit the place of former
Soviet Union in the Middle East helped Turkey to assert its pro-
active diplomacy. That pro-active diplomacy is in stark contrast
with the Turkish traditional isolation and disengagement from

15



sbliganll ssyill K

DEMOCRATIC RENEWAL MOVEMENT

16

the regional affairs.

The basics of Turkey’s pro-active diplomacy in the region
depended upon Turkey refraining to be a party in any conflict
in the region and therefore to be able to portray itself as an
impartial regional power, an honest broker for protoganists of
the Middle East. When it comes to mediation, or to playing a
facilitating role in searching resolution to the existing problems
of theregion, Erdogan government presented itself asaccessible
to everybody.

Thelslamist background and upbringing of the ruling AK Party
(Justice and Development Party) of Tayyip Erdogan helped a lot
to Turkish government in playing such a designed role thanks
to its strong sentiments of solidarity with the Arab and Muslim
world. Tayyip Erdogan himself, and his government and party
with wide political constituency shares many of the sentiments
of the "Arab street”.

In that sense, there is not much surprise in the way that
Erdogan acted concerning the lsraeli onslaught in Gaza.
Nevertheless, the harshness of Prime Minister Erdogan’s remarks
came tolsraelisata certain degree as surprising and jeopardizing
Turkey's broker role in the future in any conflict that Israel would
become a party to. Especially, Erdogan’s vocal sympathies with
Hamas going to the extent that Turkey as a new member of the
UN Security Council will act in transmitting Hamas'demands to
the international body, earned to him even in Turkey that "he is
acting as the lawyer of Hamas!

Such animage of him might not only prove to be detrimental
to the Turkish prime minister in his future dealings with his Israeli
counterparts or with their American sponsors, but also may not
be helpful in his intricate relationship with Arab countries like
Egypt and Saudi Arabia.




As a matter of fact, Turkey’s policy approach in the Middle
East has some parameters that has to be taken into account,
irrespective of Erdogan’s emotional personality. The main
architect of Turkey’s, i.e. Erdogan’s Middle East policy, its
theoretician Prof. Ahmet Davudoglu defines Turkey's accession
to the EU and its NATO membership as constants, that not
variables. Thus, Turkey's Western vocation will remain intact and
it will not be replacable that Turkey, by its pro-Arab stand will
drift to be a Middle Eastern country.

Otherparameterof Turkey's Middle East policyisits committed
relationship with Syria and Iran. Both are Turkey’s neighbours
and Turkey, in Davutoglu's Formula of “zero-problem with the
neighbors” will always have correct and close relationship with
the both as its pillars of its Middle East policy.

No matter being a secular and Western-oriented country,
Turkey is simultaneously is a Sunni-majority country and it is
aware of such identity. Having aiming a smooth relationship
with both Iran and particularly with Syria puts it in a different
plane in the region compared to the other Sunni power centers.
Since Turkey is determinedly keeps itself from forming any axis
with any group of countries in the Middle East, it also wants
to make use of its special relationship with Iran and Syria in its
relations with Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia with whom Turkey
has no problematic relationship.

Overall, Turkey thinks to act as a trustworthy partner for any
and every axis in the region that it is not a part of. All these
parameters leads Turkey to having a set of ideas for contributing
the stability of the region and for its ultimate peace. Although,
they are not outspoken or formally and officially on the table,
they could be listed as such:

1. Organizing a regional conference, a sort of
resuming Madrid of 1991 as Madrid Il where Istanbul

17
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is ready to host. This is under one condition that Turkey
and Iran should be participants to it, in addition to the
Quartet. The Turkish authorities tend to believe the
shortcoming of Madrid | has been the non-involvement
of Iran in it. Now, as a self-confident and benign
regional power Turkey should be added as a participant
alongside Iran with the Quartet.

2. Syria should be integrated in any regional
process.

3. Hamas should be integrated to the peace
negotiating process with Israel if and whenever it is set.
The reason is simple. If, there should be realism and real
desire for the settlement of the Palestinian question,
Hamas should be a party to the solution; because if
there is no Hamas in such a framework, there will be no
solution.

The implementation of Turkey's vision or to what extent
Turkey will find a significant place to play some role in the
future Middle East, to large extent, depends on how the new
American administration of President Barack Obama's Middle
Fast approach will unfold. Also, the future of Turkish-American
relations to be shaped upon the developments in Irag, on
Afghanistan, on the U.S-Iran relations and also on how new
American administration will act concerning the Armenian
genocide issue will bear an impact on Obama-Erdogan route.

Given the Obama's commitment to multilateralism and
accentuation to working in partnership with the allies, whether
it will of close companionship or rather problematic as they
used to have been during the Bush administration is remain to
be seen.

Former option compared to the latter one is more plausible.




The Regional Dimension

Of The War On Gaza
s

In any case, the Turkish-American relationship will mostly
define Turkey’s role in the future of the Middle East.

19
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Michel Nawfal

Arab Agreements and the
Iran-Turkey Connection

The Arab reconciliation at the Kuwait summit has raised a
magnified sense of optimism resulting from the necessity to take
stock and absorb the shock resulting from Israel’s aggression on
the Gaza Strip.

In this atmosphere we heard several premature assessments
on the impact of Arab reconciliation on the evolution of national
entente and political reconstruction under the aegis of the state
in Lebanon. This kind of assessment could be also due to the
constant and pressing Lebanese demand for an Arab consensus
that would positively reflect on the political atmosphere in
the country. In Lebanon, | hope we are not building castles in
the sand... This is why we are called to review the results of
the Kuwait summit in order to assess the failure of the peace
process with Israel and the results of inter-Arab reconciliation.
This review ought to take place in a quiet environment away




from upbeat and congratulatory statements. In few words, we
need an assessment that could be useful for a sound political
planning.

First Issue: How did the Kuwait summit face the failure in the
peace process in light of the Israeli aggression against Gaza (an
aggression which is almost a holocaust and which constitutes
an obstacle for any prospects for dialogue or opportunities to
reach a political settlement through negotiations).

Some did say that our only reference for a settlement is the
Arab Peace initiative. Others said that the initiative was not
discussed andrejected and thatit will not be under consideration
for too long.... In light of this confused Arab stand we did not
hear anything about alternatives.

In the absence of this initiative, how do we Arabs hold talks
withinternationalandinfluential parties? How do we enforce our
deterring power against Israel not in military terms but through
diplomacy? The summit was supposed to assign to Arab foreign
ministers and the (Arab League’s) Secretary General the task to
find new ideas and understandings, but this did not occur.

What did they agree about in Kuwait?

Egypt submitted the proposals that were discussed at the
international summit in Sharm al Sheikh. Qatar advanced the
requests made at the Doha regional meeting. Saudi Arabia
stood by Egypt’s proposals. Syria stood by the Doha statement.
The final communiqué did not include any understandings or
agreements not even a minimum common denominator. As a
result, the Arab official stand regarding Gaza came out as totally
marginalized in the eyes of other regional powers. In addition
inter-Arab rivalries did not end up in a truce but polarization
increased while regional and Arab gaps widened.

21
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It is natural and expected for Arab leaders to talk and
disagree but the final summit statement did not demonstrate
that anything relevant happened. Even the modalities to create
an Arab fund for the reconstruction of Gaza were not dealt
with. Moreover, the Egyptian initiative as well as the Arab peace
initiative was not mentioned in the final statement. The result
is that we have obtained the shortest statement in the history
of Arab summits focusing only on the Israeli aggression against
Gaza and a ten-page statement on cooperation in tourism and
investments.

Second Issue: The Agreements

In the last century’s 1980s, the Arab troika used to be based
on agreements related to fundamental issues. Each party
participating in the summit used to avoid getting involved
in vital issues that could clash with the other party’'s interests.
Disagreements used to take place over secondary issues. Each
party allowed the other to manage issues that were vital.

This was the philosophy under girding the Egyptian-Saudi-
Syrian troika that played the engine’s role for the official Arab
system and the joint Arab effort. That was in the 1980s. Today,
the situation is different. There is a clash over basic issues. Who
is in control in Lebanon? Lebanon is a country which is the locus
of an internal Arab and regional conflict and is at the same time
a reflexion of an Egyptian-Syrian-Saudi and Iranian conflict. In
this case how is Lebanon impacted by an Arab reconciliation?

Lebanon and Palestine are two confrontation stages. Could an
Arab reconciliation impose a settlement? How is this settlement
achieved and on which basis?

In the past, Arab understanding over Lebanon meant
assigning its security to Syria in return for its support for U.S.




policies towards Kuwait and Irag. But today how will the situation
evolve if Syria allows Lebanon to manage its affairs away from
any kind of external interferences?

During the First Gulf War (19801988-) president Hafez al Assad
of Syria adopted a moderate stand. That is he selected to play
the role of a bridge maker especially between the Arabs and
Iran. This decision did not disturb Egyptians and Saudis. Today,
it seems that Syria has opted to stand fully with Iran. How far
could Syria lower Iranian influence in Lebanon? In this case how
will Syria face Iranian pressures given Iran’'s fear of an inter-Arab
agreement?

Then, how do you create a Palestinian Authority based on
consensus? Today, the PA and the political situation in Palestine
is a shambles. This is why a possible solution resides in an Arab
and regional initiative that would provide a wider framework for
the management of conflicts. This framework would pressure
the two parties to initiate a dialogue to create an authority, even
if temporary, based on consensus. This would allow the PA and
Hamas to reach an agreement over an agency that would allow
the provision and distribution of aid. Moreover, it would allow
the two parties to listen to what Europe and Washington are
saying and undertake what is necessary to find a diplomatic
solution to the Arab Israeli conflict. This would then offer the
opportunity to create at least the basis to finding an agreement
over the instruments for rebuilding the Gaza Strip.

The reality today is that the situation in the Arab world is not
closer to reach agreements that existed in the past. These past
agreements were the result of accumulated experiences that
stabilized in light of given circumstances where confrontation
and polarization were not also so acute. Syria was not totally
“Iranian. At that time, Syria was in the middle between the Arabs
and Iran. It even had relations with the U.S.A.
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Itis said that in the near future Syrian-US relations could be re
established under Obama. So be it! But these hoped for relations
are until today still uncertain and vague.

Regarding their security concerns in the region, Egypt and
Saudi Arabia did not have an existential problem with Iran.

Following the Arab reconciliation in Kuwait we do not know
how Syria will compensate its stand with radical Iran facing
Arab moderates. We do not know if Syria is capable to maintain
its confrontational stand and for how long especially that Iran is
not alone in this confrontation.

Then we have another axis of conflict represented by
“irrequlars” that play an important role: Hezbollah in Lebanon
and Hamas in Palestine. Will Syria be able to maintain a balance
between pressuring these parties and using them for political
purposes?

All of these factors could present an inter-Arab reconciliation
with difficult challenges that could be overcome successfully.
But this success will not be as easy to achieve as it was in the
past. This time Arab reconciliation occurred spontaneously
surprising both Syria and Egypt. It also occurred as a result of a
“strategic awakening”in the aftermath of the war in Gaza and as
a result of the fear from radical islamist groups ready to counter
Israeli state terrorism. This situation could lead to the sinking of
the Arab regimes'boat drowning its passengers both moderates
and radicals alike. There is also the risk that could threaten the
overall Arab equilibrium by adopting confrontational policies
with two major Arab governments: in order of importance
Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

That's finel It is said that if, as expected, the Obama
administration will open up towards Syria (and then Iran) that




this could be a step that could take a while until Syria makes a
major shift in its policies. The question is will this shift lead Syria
to get closer to the Saudi-Egyptian axis or will this axis move to
the middle?

These questions ought to be answered tomorrow. Today,
we are in @ moment a truce as we have reached a moment
of explosive confrontation given that the Doha summit was a
moment of confrontation and explosion with the others. It was
not easy to invite Ahmad Jibril and Mahmoud Ahmadinajad to
this summit!

Thefirsttest, if Arab reconciliation succeeds, is the formation of
a Palestinian national unity government. This will occur if Hamas
is pressured to bow to international pressures and accepts to
join the PA even in the context of an interim government.

This is the first test at a time when all efforts on the ground
are concentrated on disarming Hamas. But in return something
ought to be conceded to Hamas such as recognition of its
role and its consolidation politically and diplomatically. Hamas
will not accept to be told that it ought to bow to European,
American and Israeli pressures.

The second and most important test for a successful
reconciliation requires a shift in positions. Are the two sides
ready for this shift to rearrange priorities? In other words, will
there be a rapprochement between, on the one hand, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia and on the other hand, Syria given that the
Qatari position is easier as it is involved in more than one issue.
How will each side rearrange its cards?

What will happen on March 30 when the regular session
of the Arab summit will take place and the presidency will be
transferred from Qatar to Syria?

25



sbliganll ssyill K

DEMOCRATIC RENEWAL MOVEMENT

26

The next two weeks will be crucial as they will include
indications on the capacity of each side, moderate and radical,
regarding a repositioning and rearranging of cards. Here,
it is important to recall that the Arab troika was not built on
alliances but a set of understandings. In other words it entailed
a management of Arab conflicts based on a common vision in
particularan attempt to avoid a clash with the other side around
a vital issue. We have to keep in mind that common interests are
intertwined especially in Palestine, Lebanon and Irag and this
situation requires new understandings to deal with these vital
issues.

Third Issue: The Marginalized Arab Role and the Turkish-
Iranian Connection

The Arab order’s role which looked marginal at the onset
of the Gaza events was suddenly reawakened at the Kuwait
summit by the tragedy. It allowed Turkey to emerge as a major
player in the question of Palestine, the Arab’s main cause. This
was highlighted by the Turkish shuttle diplomacy between on
the one hand, Syria and Egypt, and on the other hand, Egyptand
Hamas). In the meanwhile, Iran achieved a major breakthrough
in three conflictual arenas: Lebanon, Palestine and Iraq.

We also witnessed the emergence of a Turkish-lranian
connection based on limited competition and controlled
confrontation. This connection stems from the current conflicts
in the region and is also used by the region’s traditional players.

We could firmly assert that all traditional players, who felt
weak facing Iranian interferences, were calling for an indirect
Turkish role either in the Arab Gulf (where the GCC signed a
strategic cooperation memorandum with Ankara) orin Palestine
(Turkey played a mediating role between Hamas and the PA)
and a facilitating role between Syria and Israel. In seeking




Turkey's help the Arabs legitimized its role in regional conflicts.
Turkey thus simultaneously became the balancer and equalizer
in inter-Arab feuds.

If each of the two sides (Iran and Turkey) respected the rules
of the game in Iraq by avoiding an open confrontation, in Gaza,
Turkey used its diplomacy to achieve regional stability while Iran
adopted aradical stand and did not hesitate to upset the current
balance of power. Geopolitical and historical considerations led
Turkey to adopt a policy based on deterring the Iranian role.

What about expectations related to the new American
administration?

There is a new breed of Americans coming to the region.
27 January 2009 was for the new U.S. President Obama similar
to September 11, 2001 for the then newly-elected President
George W.Bush. These two dates imposed on the newly-elected
presidents to deal exclusively with Middle Eastern issues by
delimiting international priorities regardless of the ways and
means the U.S. deals with the conflicts in the region.

Unlike its predecessor that drowned and forced the Middle
East to drown in a state of anarchy and instability, the new
administration is sending signals about following a new policy
towards the various regional issues including the question of
Palestine; notwithstanding the fact thatany changein U.S. policy
will be based on constant principles that have guided American
diplomacy in the Arab-Israeli conflict throughout the years.

There is a need for a “cooling down” period for the Americans
to intervene in the region. First of all, Obama will not take any
leading role in the Middle East in order to avoid burning his
fingers from the first approach. This cooling down period is also
needed by the regional parties because each side would like to
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"absorb”the new president or at least take sides with one of the
players.

As required by the rules of the game, no one has an interest
to clash with the new American administration from the outset.
Fach of the parties in the Middle East is banking on the White
House's newcomer. This is why the Israelis declared a unilateral
ceasefire and decided to schedule their troop’s withdrawal on
the eve of President Obama’s inauguration.

This also explains Iran’s behaviour who on the eve of Obama’s
inauguration was issuing statements that it was capable of
heating up one of the fronts especially in South Lebanon. But
they did not do so as a favour to the American president who
expressed his willingness to initiate a dialogue with Iran.

The same applies to Syria's behaviour. In fact we have seen
Syrian president Bashar al Assad making several statements,
and in particular in his interview to the German weekly Der
Spiegel, in which he said that he was open for dialogue with
the Americans and that a settlement of the Gaza conflict would
require a ceasefire, an Israeli withdrawal and the opening of
the crossing borders and that Syria was able to help with that.
These are not revolutionary words as they are very similar to
Egyptian President Hosni Moubarak’s speech. Assad’s speech
was moderate and nuanced and his list of priorities to achieve a
settlement was slightly different.

This is a waiting time for the Arabs. Leaders in the region
face the serious prospect of a positive initiative by the Obama
administration that could lead to a new reshuffling of cards in
the Middle East. This period could be to Lebanon’s benefit.

Based on their past experiences, those who worked on the
Middle East in the Clinton administration are advising the new




president that the best way to improve America’s image in the
Middle East and the Islamic world goes through the Palestinian
issue. For eight years, the Bush administration’s considered the
Arab-Israeli conflict as forming part of a regional settlement.
With the aggression on Gaza and its aftermath, Palestine has
become the only passage for a new policy in the Middle East.

Signsofanewapproach camewiththeappointmentofformer
Senator George Mitchell, of Irish-Lebanese background, as a
special envoy to the Middle East. Mitchell was asked to embark
on an immediate trip to the region while President Obama
stated that he would soon present his vision for a settlement
and committed his administration towards this goal.

In sum there is no need for a new deal at Lebanon’s expense
In fact, the clash between Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia always
reflected negatively on Lebanon.The same applies to the period
during which the Arab troika dominated Arab politics. Given the
change in circumstances and the unlikelihood of “conceding”
Lebanon to Syria with Arab and international support, the new
understanding will take another shape.

And if there is progress in inter-Arab reconciliation then we
could witness some frictions or differences of views between
Syrian and Iranian positions over Lebanon.
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Dr. Mohammad Noureddine

Turkey and the Gaza Aggression:
Questions and Answers

Force alone will not protect us...Our security resides in the
legitimacy of our cause and the power of our example. U.S.
President Barack Obama

The role Turkey played during the aggression on Gaza has
attracted the attention of many observers and raised several
questions:

1. Why did the Turkish government and more
specifically its Prime Minister Recep Tayip Erdogan
adopt a sharp stand against the aggression?

2. Arethere negative implications for Turkey’s role as
a mediator in more than one issue in the region?

3. Canwelookatthis stand as anindicator of a major
change in Turkey's role in the Middle East and a major
re-alignment with the region’s radical forces?

4. Will this have an impact on Turkey's relations with
Israel and the West?
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5. IsTurkey a competitor to the Arab role?

6. Is Turkey harbouring renewed Ottoman
ambitions?

These as well as several other questions need also to be
answered regarding Turkey's role.

Why did Erdogan sharply condemn the Israeli
aggression?

Several reasons lie behind this stand:

The first reason is that Israel tried to create the impression,
even if indirectly, that Turkey was previously informed of Israeli
impending actions in Gaza. On December 22 2008, the enemy’s
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert paid a visit to Ankara where he had
long discussions with Erdogan and Turkish President Abdullah
Gul regarding peace negotiations between Syria and Israel.

The sole topic of the 5-hours long meeting with Erdogan was
peace which prompted Turkey to prepare for the fifth round of
Syrian-Israeli negotiations. This happened while Olmert was
reassuring Erdogan that Israel would not attack Gaza avoiding
a possible humanitarian disaster there. Five days later Israel was
waging its most savage aggression against the Palestinians in
Gaza.

Olmert behaviour did not differ from Tzipi Livni’s. During
a visit to Cairo and two days before the attack on Gaza, Livni
threatened to liquidate Hamas. Ahmad Abul Ghait, Egypt’s
foreign minister, who was standing close to Livni, did not say a
word in reaction to Israeli threats.

Unlike Egypt whose stand was criticized for not being
forthcoming in protecting the population of Gaza, Turkey’s
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Erdogan stated that his country was not a banana republic
scoring a victory for his country’s dignity. Erdogan also won
against Israeli attempts to undermine Turkey’s image despite
Israeli efforts to present Turkey as if it had previously agreed to
the aggression against Gaza. Erdogan’s sharp stand, which lasted
throughout the aggression, was in line with Turkey’s national
dignified stand.

The second reason can be found in Erdogan’s moral and
principled stand. It stems from his cultural and religious
background and from his unwavering support for the oppressed
Palestinians. Furthermore, Erdogan was the one who stated that
whenever there is oppression Turkey will be siding with the
oppressed.

This important reason should not be taken lightly in spite
of the fact that countries have their own interests to protect.
For example, and if that was the case, then the revolutionary
government in Iran could have decided to stand up with
the West and maintain Iran’s role as the Gulf and the region’s
policeman. But the principled and moral stand adopted by the
Iranian Revolution to support the Palestinian cause and show
hostility towards Israel have led Iran to pay a heavy price in
human and material terms.

Moreover, the Palestinian cause occupies an important place
in the Turkish people’s hearts, secular and islamist alike. In fact,
we all recall that Bulent Ecevit, who was Turkey’s prime minister
during the second intifadah, was the first to define Israeli actions
against the Palestinians as genocide. If the Turkish anti-islamist
secularists and Bulent Ecevit is a prominent representative of
that group, adopted such a stand it is not at all surprising then
for Erdogan, a leader with islamist convictions, to adopt the
stands we witnessed during the aggression on Gaza.




Moreover, the Justice and Development Party (AKP) is a
popular movement that enjoys the support of half the Turkish
population. All over the country, the Turkish population has on
a daily basis, through its slogans, sit-ins and demonstrations,
condemned the Israeli aggression and expressed its support to
the resisting people of Gaza. Thus it was natural for a leadership
that enjoys wide popular support and whose power does not
derive from military barracks or foreign embassies to be in total
harmony with its population.

In spite of the West's double standards, President Barack
Obama stated in his inaugural speech, that the U.S. does not
deriveits powerfrom military capabilities but from the legitimacy
of its cause and the strength of its example. During the war on
Gaza Erdogan’s attitude was inspired by noble principles adding
more authority to Turkey’s stand.

Did Turkey’s stand have an impact on its role as mediator
between Syria and Israel, Israel and the Palestinians, and
the region at large?

First of all, Turkey’s role as a mediator does not mean that
it could not express its moral and principled stand supporting
the victims and condemning the aggressor. In fact, this is what
Turkey did.

Since 2000 date of the last negotiations between Arafat and
Ehud Barak and President Clinton’s sponsored talks between
Syria and Israel, Turkey has succeeded were others have failed.

Following five or six years in power the JDP has managed to
give Turkey its role as a mediator between the various parties in
conflict in the region regardless of favourable circumstantial or
external factors.
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Before then, and for more than half a century, Turkey played a
negative role in regional conflicts taking a stand with Israel and
the West. Consequently, Turkey could not play a role in any of
the region’s conflicts. In fact, and since the end of the Cold War,
Turkey was absent from all the peace conferences and parleys
related to the Middle East.

This situation has changed with the advent of the JDP
to power. Turkey did not cut its ties with the West and Israel
but added a new dimension to its foreign policy by opting to
get involved in the Arab and Islamic worlds where it belongs
historically and culturally. Turkey adopted the same distance
between the conflicting parties in the region.

Today, in the Middle Eastand even in the whole world, Turkey
is the only country to have good relations with everybody in
the region. For instance, Turkey has solid ties with the following
parties in conflict:

Israel and Syria, Israel and the Palestinians

Hamas and Mahmoud Abbas

Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia

Iran and Egypt

Iran and the U.S.

Iran and Israel

The March 8 and March 14 political groups in Lebanon

Islamist movements (more specifically the Muslim
Brotherhood) and their opponents.

In light of this overall policy set up by the various JDP
governments Ankara succeeded to play a mediating role and
gain the trust of the various parties in the region.




In a complex region such as the Middle East no regional or
global power has attained Turkey's capabilities as a mediator.
Everybody in an explosive region such as the Middle East will
be in need of a third force to mitigate tensions and conflict at
a specific time. In spite of Turkey’s principled stand during the
Gaza events-- interpreted as siding with one of the parties-- all
concerned regional actors strongly feel the necessity to have
a country play a mediating role. Moreover, Turkey did not cut
its ties even with Israel thus allowing Erdogan to maintain his
country’s mediating role.

On the one hand Erdogan refused to return Ehud Olmert’s
calls and Ali Babajan, Turkey’s foreign minister, refused to
welcome Tzipi Livni if the purpose of her trip was just for a photo
opportunity. On the other hand, Feridoun Cenerli Oglu, Turkey's
ambassador to Israel, met with Olmert and maintained direct
contact with major Israeli leaders. Furthermore, Ahmad Daoud
Oglu, Erdogan’s policy advisor, met with the Israeli ambassador
in Ankara.

During the first days of the aggression Erdogan held talks
aimed at establishing a ceasefire with European Union leaders,
Javier Solana the EU's foreign policy chief, while Turkish President
Gul contacted President George Bush. Moreover, Erdogan paid
a short trip to various Arab capitals in conflict that led him to
Damascus, Cairo, Riyad and held talks with Mahmoud Abbas
and Khaled Meshaal.

Throughout the Israeli aggression Turkey's mediation
did not stop despite Erdogan’s critical stand and everybody
understood the importance of this role. In fact, Egyptian foreign
minister Ahmad Abul Ghait called on Ahmad Daoud Oglu to
be a guarantor for Hamas in its negotiations with Cairo. All the
parties involved knew that Turkish efforts were of great help
to consolidate the ceasefire by convincing Hamas to accept it.
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This was another proof that Turkey’s role as a mediator was still
effective despite doubts surrounding Turkish neutrality in the
conflict. This role will be maintained as long as the circumstances
warrant it and given all the parties need for such a role.

Will Erdogan’s critical stand have an impact on Turkey’s
relations with Israel and the West?

First of all it is important to underline that at the height
of Turkey's close relations with Israel and the West, Turkish-
Israeli relations have known far worse periods that what we
are currently witnessing. For instance, and as a result of the
1956 tripartite (France, Great Britain and Israel) attack against
Egypt, Turkey recalled its ambassador in Israel and reduced its
diplomatic representation to the level of a charge d'affaires. In
December 1980, as a result of Israel’s decision to annex East
Jerusalem, Turkey lowered its diplomatic representation to the
level of second secretary. Earlier and on August 28 1980 Turkey
decided to shut down its consulate as a result of Israel’s decision
to declare Jerusalem as its capital. And in the last two decades,
the Turkish ambassador to Israel was recalled more than once
to Ankara.

Today, despite Erdogan critical stands, Turkey's anger did not
reach the level of recalling its ambassador to Israel nor did the
latter withdraw its ambassador from Ankara. The Israeli consul in
Istanbul stated, that in spite of the fact that from time to time the
ties between the two countries knew several ups and downs,
relations between them would immediately go back to normal.
Moreover, it is unlikely that Israeli anger at Erdogan’s stand will
impact Turkey's role as a mediator which is badly needed by
Israel as well as Syria, Hamas and Mahmoud Abbas.

For over half a century Turkey has been Israel's Trojan horse in
the Islamic world. Notwithstanding the changes that occurred in




Turkish foreign policy in the last few years, Turkey still represents
for Israel an important ally. Furthermore, and in spite of the
Turkish prime minister’s angry and justifiable outbursts, the
Israelis believe that it is unwise to undermine their relationship
with one the three major powers in the Islamic world. It has
been only one year since the Turkish president, Abdullah Gul,
hosted in a “Turkish Camp David” both Mahmoud Abbas and
Shimon Peres. For the first time the Israeli president was allowed
to address a Muslim country’s parliament.

Thus, itis unlikely that Turkey's latest stand will affect Turkish-
Israeli relations. In several aspects, and without delving into
the details of bilateral trade, security, and military ties, Turkey
will remain an important and necessary friend for Israel even if
these ties work in Israel’s favour. A case in point is the fact that
Israeli fighter pilots that bombed Gaza were trained in Turkey as
a result of a joint military training program and this was a major
propaganda victory for the Israelis.

It is important to recall the Century Project that was signed
few months ago between Turkey and Israel whereby a network
of oil, water, electric and natural gas pipelines would extend
from the Turkish port of Jehan to Ashkelon and Eilat and from
the Red Sea to include India and Southeast Asia to the cost of
six billion dollars. Together with all its political, economic and
strategic significance this Project is an important indication
of Turkey's importance for Israel and the latter’s acceptance,
whenever needed, of Turkey’s necessary role as a mediator.

Notwithstanding Israeli arrogance, Turkey's critical stand will
in the future constitute animportant pressure factor where Israel
will have to calculate the impact its aggressive behaviour will
have on public opinion in general and Turkish public opinion in
particular. The war in Gaza has been a turning point not only for
Turkish-Israeli relations but for Turkey's relations with the West.
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In fact and similar to Israel’s attitude, and in spite of Erdogan’s
latest stands, the West will not undermine its ties with Turkey.
Similar to the goose that lays golden eggs, the West has no
interest, even for a moment, to relinquish its ties with Turkey
as a NATO ally even with a government that is mostly based
on Muslim values that go against Western secular values and
other related causes. Thus, some observers fear that, as a result
of US. Jewish lobby efforts to introduce a bill in Congress that
condemns Turkey's role in the Armenian genocide or pressure
Turkey for its role in Cyprus, will constitute an additional source
of friction between, on the one hand Turkey, the West and Israel
on the other. This will only lead to the final and total loss of
Turkey as the West's friend and ally.

Recently, there have been rumours here and there, that
there has been a shift in Turkey's foreign policy in favour of anti-
Western forces in the region. However, in spite of Turkey’s latest
stand condemning the aggressive policies of the Zionist entity,
we say that there has not been a radical change in Turkish
foreign policy. Turkey’s choice to join the European Union is, as
of today, the country’s exclusive strategic aim. EU membership
will benefit Turkey in several fields such as the consolidation of
democracy, various freedoms, and economic welfare. Moreover,
this will allow Turkey to counter the various internal social and
political minefields that threaten to undermine the country’s
social cohesiveness and stability. In few words, joining the
EU is the most rational choice for Turkey in order to access
modernization through a wider European framework.

We ask those who say that Erdogan’s foreign policy have
become more “Middle Eastern” Isn't Turkey a country of the
Middle East? Isn't Turkey, with its ethnic, ideological, religious
formation and geographical location, part of the various issues
that affect the region and impact its policies? Isn't Turkey directly




concerned with the American occupation of Irag? Doesn't the
creation of an independent Kurdistan constitute a threat to
Turkey's national security? Isn't Turkey affected by the various
sectarian conflicts affecting the region from Irag to Lebanon
and Egypt? Doesn't Turkey share its longest borders with Syria,
Irag, Iran and Armenia, all countries of the Middle East? How can
Turkey then ignore what is happening on its borders? Why can't
Turkey adopta policy to prevent conflicts before their escalation?
Why is it permissible and non-controversial for countries from
all over the world to intervene in the Middle East while Iran and
Turkey are not allowed to do so? Is France more concerned with
the Middle East and impacted by its events more than Turkey?
And if the fire is raging very close to your Middle Eastern home
isn't it natural to dedicate all efforts to stop it before it is too late
while you place less urgent issues on the back burner? Or is it
required from Turkey to stay away from the common concerns it
shares with the Arab and Islamic worlds and remain a puppet in
the hands of Israel and the West and pursue a policy it followed
for over half a century? Or is it required from Turkey to adopt a
pro-Israeli policy in the Middle East while following an inimical
attitude towards Arabs and Muslims alienating her from its true
identity?

Did Turkey become Hamas’s advocate?

The war in Gaza has created a new reality that cannot be
denied. It resides in the fact that Hamas is a major player in
Erdogan’s game, a game skilfully played by a former football

player.

Ahmad Daoud Oglu stated thatitiswrongtointerpret Turkey’s
role during the Gaza aggression as being Hamas's advocate.
To the contrary it is an acknowledgment of Hamas's presence
and role based on the fact that it became the PA’s legitimate
representative by winning 75% of the votes in democratically
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held elections. Everybody ought to respect the result of these
elections as Hamas is first of all a legitimately elected party
before being a de facto presence.

Consequently, any future settlement will be impossible if
Hamas is not included. Moreover, given the fact that Syria and
Iran, Hamas main supporters, are unable to act as mediators with
Israel and the moderate Arabs and in light of Hamas lack of trust
towards Egypt and Jordan and the absence of European and
American recognition of Hamas, Turkey is the only party Hamas
trusts as Turkey is able to interface with the forces that are for
or against the Palestinian islamist group. If all parties concerned
are searching for a possible settlement in the future then going
through Hamas will be inevitable and the road to Hamas goes
through Ankara.

In sum, Turkey has all the assets and characteristics to be
the sole mediator in this conflict. Contrary to those who are
disturbed by its principled stand, Turkey’s role as a mediator has
become more than ever,and because of its relations with Hamas,
indispensable and necessary and cannot be disregarded unless
there is a radical change in Egypt’s attitude towards Hamas. This
is not possible in the foreseeable future.

As a follow up question we ask: During the war in Gaza was
Turkey playing a role that competes with the Arabs? Is Turkey
harbouring renewed Ottoman ambitions?

For geographical considerations, and in the case of Gaza,
Turkey is well aware that it cannot bypass Egypt’s role. However,
this role is impacted by Egypt's perception that Hamas,
because of its Iranian and Muslim Brotherhood connections,
constitutes a threat to the Egyptian regime. Therefore, given
that it maintained its lines of communication open with Hamas
throughout the conflict, Turkey is bound to play a necessary role




complementing and not replacing Egypt’s. In fact, and during
the last week of the Israeli aggression, Turkey implemented its
pragmatic vision through the diplomatic efforts of Daoud Ogluy,
Erdogan’s advisor, in Cairo and between Cairo and Damascus.
Turkey's vision was also a major influence during Egypt’s foreign
minister Ahmad Aboul Ghait visit to Ankara during the early
days of the aggression.

It is ironic and paradoxical that during the first days of the
aggression Turkey ended up playing a mediating role between
the divided Arab parties; a division that encouraged lIsrael to
go ahead with its attack. In fact, the first step to stop the Israeli
aggression is to reach a unified Arab stand and such a stand
does not exist for Turkey to compete with. Furthermore, Turkey
tried, through Erdogan’s various trips, to unite the Arabs and
Create a necessary Arab role to complement that of Turkey’s. In
light of Arab paralysis and absence of initiative we ought not to
exaggerate and fear Turkey’s role which looks bigger than what
it really is.

There is an important issue | would like to raise at this stage
and it is related to those voices warning of a renewed Turkish
Ottoman dream.

It is true that the islamist vision of the JDP political program
could create temptations to regain old imperial dreams. Some
parties, mostly in the West, could try to take advantage of these
dreams for their own objectives in the region. However, the
leaders of the JDP are well aware that these imperial projects
are not realistic and lack the basis for success. This applies to
the current political realities in Iran, the Arab world as well as
Israel in addition to what we said before that currently the only
realistic option for Turkey is to join the European Union.
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Turkey's current role is positive and fits within Turkey's
environment. We ought to take advantage of this role to
enhance Arab and Muslim interests to confront a common
historical enemy, Israel. However trying to manipulate Turkey’s
role in favour of one Arab or Muslim party against the other is
not realistic and workable.

The current paralysis and lack of leadership in the Arab
world is scandalous. For decades, Iran and Turkey were enemies
of the Arabs. Today they have become firm supporters of the
Palestinian cause. Let us imagine for a moment that the Arabs
today were a unified force supported by Turkey and Iran what
would have happened? Could anyone doubt that the Middle
Fast but the whole world also could have changed?

Inadditiontoitsfailuretoachieveanyofitsmilitaryand political
objectives in defeating Hamas and breaking its resistance,
Israel, through the massacres it committed, received a major
and unprecedented blow to its image in international public
opinion. Only a stubborn person could not see the major role
played by Turkey’s official and popular stands in undermining
Israel's image.

As a Lebanese and Gazan that belongs to a paralyzed and
conniving Arab world | do not have any conclusions. What |
can say though in this Day of Solidarity with Gaza is Thank you
Erdogan. Unlike most of us you have been more Arab and
human. Thank you also to the people of Turkey that has again
proven its constant faithfulness to its identity.




